
IELTS essay writing task 2 by Simon Ielts       1 

 

 

DOER ENGLISH  Essay writing vndoer@gmail.com  
 

COMMON ESSAY TOPICS 

1. Advertising 

2. Cities: urbanisation, problems of city life 

3. Environment: global warming, impact of humans on the environment, solutions to 

environment problems, waste/rubbish, litter, recycling, nuclear power 

4. Family: family size, working parents, negative effects on children, divorce, care for 

old people 

5. Gender: gender and education, gender and work, women’s and men’s role in the 

family 

6. Global Issues: problems in developing countries, how to help developing countries, 

immigration, multi-cultural societies, globalisation 

7. Government and Society: what governments can do, public services, censorship, 

video cameras in public places 

8. Health: diet, exercise, state health systems, private healthcare, alternative medicine, 

stress 

9. Money: money and society, consumerism 

10. Personal Development: happiness, success, nature or nurture 

11. Sport and Leisure: professional/competitive sport, sport salaries, sport and politics 

12. Tourism: positives, negative effects on environment, future of tourism 

13. Traditions and Modern Life: losing traditional skills, traditional customs 

14. Transport: traffic problems and solutions, public transport, road safety 

15. Television, Internet and Mobile Phones: positives and negatives, Internet compared 

to newspapers and books 

16. Water: importance of clean water, water supply, water should be free, bottled water 

17. Work: same job for life, self-employment, unemployment, work/life balance, 

technology and work, child labour. 

Các dạng đề viết luận 

1. Agree or Disagree: Dạng bài đồng ý hay không đồng ý với 1 quan điểm được đưa ra. 

Bạn có thể dựa theo cấu trúc trên với 2 đoạn thân bài rõ ràng: một để ủng hộ và 2 để 

phản đối. Hoặc bạn viết cả 2 đoạn cùng là Agree/ hay Disagree nhưng mỗi đoạn là 1 lí 

do khác nhau, miễn là đưa ra giải thích và dẫn chứng thuyết phục. 

Ex. Some people think that scientists experimenting with animals in a laboratory is the only way 

we can guarantee new products will be safe for human use. To what extent do you agree or 

disagree with this opinion? 

2. Advantages/Benefits outweigh Disadvantages/Drawbacks: Dạng trình bày ưu và 

khuyết điểm của 1 vấn đề, bạn có thể thấy ngay cấu trúc thân bài rõ ràng: 1 đoạn cho 

Advantages và 1 đoạn cho Disadvantages. 
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Ex. In some countries, governments are encouraging industries and businesses to move to 

regional areas outside the big cities. Do the advantages of this 

trend outweigh the disadvantages? 

3. Discuss two views plus your opinion (đề bài đưa ra 2 quan điểm thường trái ngược 

nhau và yêu cầu bạn thảo luận => mỗi đoạn trong thân bài là 1 quan điểm + lồng ghép ý 

kiến của bạn (có nghiêng về cái nào không) 

Ex. Some people say children no longer need to develop handwriting skills. Others believe that 

handwriting is still important. Discuss both these views and give your opinion. 

4. Discuss two views only (no opinion) – Dạng chỉ yêu cầu thảo luận, mô tả không cần 

nêu ý kiến 

Ex. Many people believe that an effective public transport system is a key component of a 

modern city. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of public transport. 

5. Causes/Problem and Solution: Dạng đưa ra 1 thực trạng vấn đề và yêu cầu đưa 

ra nguyên nhân, hệ quả hoặc giải pháp. => thân bài chỉ cần nêu 2 nguyên nhân, hoặc 

2 hệ quả/ hoặc 2 giải pháp tùy đề bài 

Ex. Crime rates tend to be higher in cities than in smaller towns. Explain some 

possible reasons for this problem and suggest some solutions. 

6. Two questions/ two-part questions: Dạng bài này rất dễ hiểu vì đã nêu sẵn 2 câu 

hỏi tương đương 2 ý cho phần thân bài của bạn 

Ex. To some people studying the past has little value in the modern world.  Why do you think it 

is important to do so? What will be the effect if children are not taught history? 

7. Opinion – Dạng đưa ra 1 xu hướng với 2 đối tượng tác động và yêu cầu bạn nêu ý 

kiến về cái nào quan trọng hơn => áp dụng cấu trúc thân bài 2 đoạn như trên 

Ex. Research indicates that the characteristics we are born with have much more 

influence on our personality and development than other experiences we may have in 

life. Which do you consider to be the major influence? 

Sample Essay topics related to business 

1. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?  

 

2. It doesn't matter whether you enjoy your job or not as long as it's a well-paid job.  
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3. Self-employment is more stimulating than working for a large organisation. 

 

4. Modern communication practices are essential to the success of a company today: 

teleconferencing, video conferences, social networking, etc. 

 

5. In the future all companies will be internet companies. 

 

6. Anyone who has contact with a customer is a salesperson - and that includes the 

person who answers the phone!  

 

7. Small companies can adapt more quickly to changes in the market place than big 

companies. 

 

8. Companies become more efficient as they grow in size. 

 

9. More time is wasted during meetings than during any other business activity.  

 

10. It is impossible to have a successful career and a happy family life.  

You have to choose one or the other.  

 

11. It is impossible for young people to find a (good) job today without help from 

someone. 

 

12. A successful salesperson knows the strengths and weaknesses of competing 

products. 

 

13. The internet is already an essential communication tool in today's world. 

It will be even further developed for business in the future. 

 

14. Small companies cannot offer employees opportunities for promotion.  

 

15. There is more creativity in multinational companies than in small firms. 

 

16. Qualifications are more important than work experience.  

17. Women are paid, on average, around 30% less than men for the same job. How do 

you feel about that? Do you know of any cases? 

18. Several studies show that over 75% of advertising is misleading, at best. Can you 

think of any particular advert that you considered misleading? 

19. How do you feel about the ethics of advertising? 
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20. Should advertisers, i.e. the professional advertising companies and their clients, be 

self-regulated or should they come under the control of an 

independent/government watchdog? 

21. Advertising discourages people from being different individually by making them all 

want to be the same or look the same. To what extent do you agree or disagree? 

ESSAY WRITING GUIDE 

1. Essay structure and paragraphs 

The first thing to do is find an essay structure that works for you. You probably know that I 
prefer to write 4 paragraphs, and maybe you've seen how I write 2-sentence introductions, 
5-sentence main paragraphs and 1-sentence conclusions. Try this: take some essays that 
you have already written, and rewrite them so that they all have the same number of 
paragraphs and sentences. 

2. Question types 

You need to see examples of the four question types, and make sure you know how to 
answer each type using your preferred essay structure. 

Question 1 
With the availability of information on the Internet, public libraries are no longer necessary. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree? 

Question 2 
Some people consider public libraries to be unnecessary due to the availability of 
information on the Internet. Others, however, believe that libraries can still play an 
important role in society. Discuss both views and give your own opinion. 

 

3. Planning, and isolated paragraph practice 

Take several different questions, and practise planning ideas. Then spend some time 
focusing only on introductions e.g. write an introduction for five different questions. Then 
do the same with conclusions. Then try writing different types of main paragraph e.g. an 
'advantages' paragraph, an 'opinion' paragraph, a 'problem' paragraph etc. 

4. Topic ideas 

When you are confident that you know how to write an essay, it's time to start working 
through as many common IELTS writing topics as possible. Even if you don't write a full 
essay for each topic, you should at least plan some ideas and opinions. 

5. Mistakes, corrections and improvements (proofreading) 

Try to find someone who can check your writing, highlight and explain your mistakes, and 
show you how to improve your essays. 

The spread of multinational companies and the increase in globalization produce positive 
effects for everyone. Do you agree or disagree? 
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I disagree with the statement that the growing globalization along with the expanding 
multinational companies benefits all the people. Although supporters of globalization claim 
that there are many benefits of MNCs, they are in fact damaging the quality of life. A 
number of arguments support my opinion. 

My first argument relates to their products. Supporters of globalization would argue that 
multinational companies produce high quality goods available to most people. While this 
may be true to some extent, it also means we have less choice of products to buy. When 
powerful multinational companies invade local markets with their goods, they often force 
local companies with fewer resources to go out of business. In consequence, we are obliged 
to buy multinational products whether we like them or not. 

Secondly, it is sometimes said that MNCs and globalization are making societies more open. 
This is true to some extent but the fact cannot be ignored that as a result the human race is 
losing its cultural diversity. If we consumed different products societies all over the world 
would be more varied. This can be seen by the fact that we all shop in similar multinational 
supermarkets and buy identical products wherever we live. 

Thirdly, defenders of multinational companies often point out that they provide 
employment. Although this is undoubtedly true it also means we have become more 
dependent on them which in turn makes us more vulnerable to their decisions. When, for 
example, a multinational company decides to move its production facility to another 
country, this has an adverse effect on its workers who lose their jobs. What is more, the jobs 
MNCs provide are not paid as much as they have to pay for similar jobs in their country. So, 
in fact they are exploiting workers of poor nations. 

In conclusion, I agree that multinational companies do have their benefits, but they also 
have their drawbacks and not everyone is benefited by them. 

IELTS Writing Task 2: 'positive or negative' essay 

Here's my full essay for the 'positive or negative development' question that we've been 
looking at over the last few weeks. 

In some countries, many more people are choosing to live alone nowadays than in the 
past. Do you think this is a positive or negative development? 

In recent years it has become far more normal for people to live alone, particularly in large 
cities in the developed world. In my opinion, this trend could have both positive and 
negative consequences in equal measure. 

The rise in one-person households can be seen as positive for both personal and broader 
economic reasons. On an individual level, people who choose to live alone may become 
more independent and self-reliant than those who live with family members. A young adult 
who lives alone, for example, will need to learn to cook, clean, pay bills and manage his or 
her budget, all of which are valuable life skills; an increase in the number of such individuals 
can certainly be seen as a positive development. From an economic perspective, the trend 
towards living alone will result in greater demand for housing. This is likely to benefit the 
construction industry, estate agents and a whole host of other companies that rely on 
homeowners to buy their products or services. 
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However, the personal and economic arguments given above can be considered from the 
opposite angle. Firstly, rather than the positive feeling of increased independence, people 
who live alone may experience feelings of loneliness, isolation and worry. They miss out on 
the emotional support and daily conversation that family or flatmates can provide, and they 
must bear the weight of all household bills and responsibilities; in this sense, perhaps the 
trend towards living alone is a negative one. Secondly, from the financial point of view, a 
rise in demand for housing is likely to push up property prices and rents. While this may 
benefit some businesses, the general population, including those who live alone, will be 
faced with rising living costs. 

In conclusion, the increase in one-person households will have both beneficial and 
detrimental effects on individuals and on the economy. 

Some people think that all university students should study whatever they like. Others 
believe that they should only be allowed to study subjects that will be useful in the future, 
such as those related to science and technology. 

Discuss both these views and give your own opinion. 

People have different views about how much choice students should have with regard to 
what they can study at university. While some argue that it would be better for students to 
be forced into certain key subject areas, I believe that everyone should be able to study the 
course of their choice. 

There are various reasons why people believe that universities should only offer subjects 
that will be useful in the future. They may assert that university courses like medicine, 
engineering and information technology are more likely to be beneficial than certain art 
degrees. From a personal perspective, it can be argued that these courses provide more job 
opportunities, career progression, better salaries, and therefore an improved quality of life 
for students who take them. On the societal level, by forcing people to choose particular 
university subjects, governments can ensure that any knowledge and skill gaps in the 
economy are covered. Finally, a focus on technology in higher education could lead to new 
inventions, economic growth, and greater future prosperity. 

In spite of these arguments, I believe that university students should be free to choose their 
preferred areas of study. In my opinion, society will benefit more if our students are 
passionate about what they are learning. Besides, nobody can really predict which areas of 
knowledge will be most useful to society in the future, and it may be that employers begin 
to value creative thinking skills above practical or technical skills. If this were the case, 
perhaps we would need more students of art, history and philosophy than of science or 
technology. 

In conclusion, although it might seem sensible for universities to focus only on the most 
useful subjects, I personally prefer the current system in which people have the right to 
study whatever they like. 

(297 words, band 9) 

1. Topic sentence - only study useful subjects, various reasons 

2. Give examples of subjects that are more useful than others 

3. Personal reasons - job opportunities, career progression, high salary 
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4. Societal reasons - cover gaps in knowledge / skills in the economy 

5. Future reason - new inventions lead to growth and future prosperity 

IELTS Writing Task 2: ‘disagree’ essay with both sides 

Although more and more people read news on the Internet, newspapers will remain 

the most important source of news. Do you agree or disagree? 

Essay plan: 

After brainstorming ideas, we numbered them 1 to 5 (in red) for the 5 sentences that 

we wanted to write for each paragraph. 

1) Introduction: 

topic - will newspapers continue to be main source of news? 

answer - disagree, because Internet will be equally important 

2) Main paragraph about 1 newspapers continuing to be important 

- 2 traditional, always popular 

- 2 not everyone has access or wants to use Internet, 3 e.g. old people, rural areas, 

developing countries 

- 4 quality of news - editing, professional journalists, trust - Internet isn’t always reliable, 

newspapers are worth paying for 

- 5 hard copy - experience of reading a paper 

3) Main paragraph about 1 Internet becoming equally important 

- 2 faster access, gadgets, phones, wherever you are, younger generations, easy, most 

people have skills, cheaper 

- 5 less damaging to environment 

- 3 sharing news with friends, search for particular news, discuss with other readers, give 

your views, join in, anyone can contribute, variety of platforms for news 4 e.g. blogs, 

posts on social news, Twitter, videos 

4) Conclusion: repeat / summarise the overall answer 

Note: 

Compare the above plan with the full essay on the next page. Notice how we used the 

numbered ideas (1 to 5) to write 5 sentences for each paragraph. 

ielts-simon.com 

Full essay: 

The Internet is beginning to rival newspapers as the best place to find information 
aboutwhat is happening in the world. I believe that this trend will continue, and the 
Internet will soon be just as important as the traditional press. 

On the one hand, I believe that newspapers will continue to be a vital source of 
information, even in the Internet age. Firstly, newspapers are the most traditional means 
of communicating the news, and not everyone wants to or is able to use the Internet 
instead. 
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For example, old people or those in rural areas might not have the ability or opportunity to 
get online, while many of us simply prefer newspapers even if we do have Internet access. 

Secondly, newspapers can be trusted as reliable sources of news because they employ 
professional journalists and editors. Finally, many people like the experience of holding 
and reading a paper rather than looking at a computer screen. 

However, the Internet is likely to become just as popular as newspapers for a variety of 
reasons. The main reason is that it allows us much faster access to news in real time and 
wherever we are, on different gadgets and mobile devices. Another key benefit of online 
news compared to newspapers is the ability to share articles, discuss them with other 
people, give our views, and even contribute with our own updates on social media. For 
example, there has been an explosion in the use of platforms like Twitter and YouTube 
where anyone can share their news and views. A final point is that this source of news is 
less damaging to the environment. 

In conclusion, I disagree with the view that newspapers will continue to be the main 
source of news, because I believe that the Internet will soon be equally important. 

(300 words, band 9) 

IELTS Writing Task 2: 'traditional views' essay 

Here's my full essay for the following question. 

The older generations tend to have very traditional ideas about how people should live, 
think and behave. However, some people believe that these ideas are not helpful in 
preparing younger generations for modern life. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with this view? 

It is true that many older people believe in traditional values that often seem incompatible 
with the needs of younger people. While I agree that some traditional ideas are outdated, I 
believe that others are still useful and should not be forgotten. 

On the one hand, many of the ideas that elderly people have about life are becoming less 
relevant for younger people. In the past, for example, people were advised to learn a 
profession and find a secure job for life, but today’s workers expect much more variety and 
diversity from their careers. At the same time, the ‘rules’ around relationships are being 
eroded as young adults make their own choices about who and when to marry. But perhaps 
the greatest disparity between the generations can be seen in their attitudes towards 
gender roles. The traditional roles of men and women, as breadwinners and housewives, 
are no longer accepted as necessary or appropriate by most younger people. 

On the other hand, some traditional views and values are certainly applicable to the modern 
world. For example, older generations attach great importance to working hard, doing one’s 
best, and taking pride in one’s work, and these behaviours can surely benefit young people 
as they enter today’s competitive job market. Other characteristics that are perhaps seen as 
traditional are politeness and good manners. In our globalised world, young adults can 
expect to come into contact with people from a huge variety of backgrounds, and it is more 
important than ever to treat others with respect. Finally, I believe that young people would 
lead happier lives if they had a more ‘old-fashioned’ sense of community and 
neighbourliness. 
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In conclusion, although the views of older people may sometimes seem unhelpful in today’s 
world, we should not dismiss all traditional ideas as irrelevant. 

IELTS Writing Task 2: 'parental roles' essay 

These days more fathers stay at home and take care of their children while mothers go out 
to work. What could be the reasons for this? Do you think it is a positive or a negative 
development? 

It is true that men are increasingly likely to take on the role of househusband, while more 
women than ever are the breadwinners in their families. There could be several reasons for 
this, and I consider it to be a very positive trend. 

In recent years, parents have had to adapt to various changes in our societies. Equal rights 
movements have made great progress, and it has become normal for women to gain 
qualifications and pursue a career. It has also become socially acceptable for men to stay at 
home and look after their children. At the same time, the rising cost of living has meant that 
both marriage partners usually need to work and save money before starting a family. 
Therefore, when couples have children, they may decide who works and who stays at home 
depending on the personal preference of each partner, or based on which partner earns the 
most money. 

In my view, the changes described above should be seen as progress. We should be happy 
to live in a society in which men and women have equal opportunities, and in which women 
are not put under pressure to sacrifice their careers. Equally, it seems only fair that men 
should be free to leave their jobs in order to assume childcare responsibilities if this is what 
they wish to do. Couples should be left to make their own decisions about which parental 
role each partner takes, according to their particular circumstances and needs. 

In conclusion, the changing roles of men and women in the family are a result of wider 
changes in society, and I believe that these developments are desirable. 

(274 words, band 9) 

IELTS Writing Task 2: 'happiness' essay 

Here's my full essay for the question below. 

Happiness is considered very important in life. 
Why is it difficult to define? 
What factors are important in achieving happiness? 

It is no doubt true that the majority of people would like to be happy in their lives. While the 
personal nature of happiness makes it difficult to describe, there do seem to be some 
common needs that we all share with regard to experiencing or achieving happiness. 

Happiness is difficult to define because it means something different to each individual 
person. Nobody can fully understand or experience another person’s feelings, and we all 
have our own particular passions from which we take pleasure. Some people, for example, 
derive a sense of satisfaction from earning money or achieving success, whereas for others, 
health and family are much more important. At the same time, a range of other feelings, 
from excitement to peacefulness, may be associated with the idea of happiness, and the 
same person may therefore feel happy in a variety of different ways. 
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Although it seems almost impossible to give a precise definition of happiness, most people 
would agree that there are some basic preconditions to achieving it. Firstly, it is hard for a 
person to be happy if he or she does not have a safe place to live and enough food to eat. 
Our basic survival needs must surely be met before we can lead a pleasant life. Secondly, 
the greatest joy in life is usually found in shared experiences with family and friends, and it 
is rare to find a person who is content to live in complete isolation. Other key factors could 
be individual freedom and a sense of purpose in life. 

In conclusion, happiness is difficult to define because it is particular to each individual, but I 
believe that our basic needs for shelter, food and company need to be fulfilled before we 
can experience it. 

(292 words, band 9) 

IELTS Writing Task 2: add your own conclusion 

In the essay below, the conclusion is missing. Can you suggest one? Remember to keep it 
short and simple. Don't add any new information; just repeat or summarise your answer. 

Nowadays celebrities are more famous for their glamour and wealth than for their 
achievements, and this sets a bad example to young people. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement? 

It is true that some celebrities are known for their glamorous lifestyles rather than for the 
work they do. While I agree that these celebrities set a bad example for children, I believe 
that other famous people act as positive role models. 

On the one hand, many people do achieve fame without really working for it. They may 
have inherited money from parents, married a famous or wealthy person, or they may have 
appeared in gossip magazines or on a reality TV programme. A good example would be Paris 
Hilton, who is rich and famous for the wrong reasons. She spends her time attending parties 
and nightclubs, and her behaviour promotes the idea that appearance, glamour and media 
profile are more important than hard work and good character. The message to young 
people is that success can be achieved easily, and that school work is not necessary. 

On the other hand, there are at least as many celebrities whose accomplishments make 
them excellent role models for young people. Actors, musicians and sports stars become 
famous idols because they have worked hard and applied themselves to develop real skills 
and abilities. They demonstrate great effort, determination and ambition, which is required 
for someone who wants to be truly successful in their chosen field. An example is the actor 
and martial artist Jackie Chan, who has become world famous through years of practice and 
hard work. This kind of self-made celebrity can inspire children to develop their talents 
through application and perseverance. 

(Add your own conclusion) 

IELTS Writing Task 2: 'salary' essay 

When choosing a job, the salary is the most important consideration. To what extent do 
you agree or disagree? 

mailto:vndoer@gmail.com
http://ielts-simon.com/ielts-help-and-english-pr/2014/05/ielts-writing-task-2-add-your-own-conclusion.html
http://ielts-simon.com/ielts-help-and-english-pr/2014/04/ielts-writing-task-2-salary-essay.html


IELTS essay writing task 2 by Simon Ielts       11 

 

 

DOER ENGLISH  Essay writing vndoer@gmail.com  
 

Many people choose their jobs based on the size of the salary offered. Personally, I disagree 
with the idea that money is the key consideration when deciding on a career, because I 
believe that other factors are equally important. 

On the one hand, I agree that money is necessary in order for people to meet their basic 
needs. For example, we all need money to pay for housing, food, bills, health care, and 
education. Most people consider it a priority to at least earn a salary that allows them to 
cover these needs and have a reasonable quality of life. If people chose their jobs based on 
enjoyment or other non-financial factors, they might find it difficult to support themselves. 
Artists and musicians, for instance, are known for choosing a career path that they love, but 
that does not always provide them with enough money to live comfortably and raise a 
family. 

Nevertheless, I believe that other considerations are just as important as what we earn in 
our jobs. Firstly, personal relationships and the atmosphere in a workplace are extremely 
important when choosing a job. Having a good manager or friendly colleagues, for example, 
can make a huge difference to workers’ levels of happiness and general quality of life. 
Secondly, many people’s feelings of job satisfaction come from their professional 
achievements, the skills they learn, and the position they reach, rather than the money they 
earn. Finally, some people choose a career because they want to help others and contribute 
something positive to society. 

In conclusion, while salaries certainly affect people’s choice of profession, I do not believe 
that money outweighs all other motivators. 

(275 words, band 9) 

IELTS Writing Task 2: 'independence' question 

Some people think that in the modern world we are more dependent on each other, while 

others think that people have become more independent.  Discuss both views and give 
your own opinion. 

People have different views about whether we are more or less dependent on others 
nowadays. In my view, modern life forces us to be more independent than people were in 
the past. 

There are two main reasons why it could be argued that we are more dependent on each 
other now. Firstly, life is more complex and difficult, especially because the cost of living has 
increased so dramatically. For example, young adults tend to rely on their parents for help 
when buying a house. Property prices are higher than ever, and without help it would be 
impossible for many people to pay a deposit and a mortgage. Secondly, people seem to be 
more ambitious nowadays, and they want a better quality of life for their families. This 
means that both parents usually need to work full-time, and they depend on support from 
grandparents and babysitters for child care. 

However, I would agree with those who believe that people are more independent these 
days. In most countries, families are becoming smaller and more dispersed, which means 
that people cannot count on relatives as much as they used to. We also have more freedom 
to travel and live far away from our home towns. For example, many students choose to 
study abroad instead of going to their local university, and this experience makes them 
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more independent as they learn to live alone. Another factor in this growing independence 
is technology, which allows us to work alone and from any part of the world. 

In conclusion, while there are some reasons to believe that people now depend on each 
other more, my own view is that we are more independent than ever. 

Note: 
As usual, try to analyse this essay in terms of task response (does it fully answer the 
question?), organisation, 'band 7-9' vocabulary, and grammar. 

Many people say that we now live in 'consumer societies' where money and possessions 

are given too much importance.  To what extent do you agree or disagree? 

A clear introduction is vital when giving a balanced answer: 

It is sometimes argued that we live in a materialistic world and that we value money too 
highly. In my opinion, some people are extremely money oriented, but many of us place 
more importance on other values. 

Here's part of an essay that my students helped me to write: 

It is true that many people criticize modern society because it seems to be too materialistic. 
I agree with this to some extent, but I do not think it is the case that everyone is a victim of 
consumer culture. 

On the one hand, many people do seem to focus too much on money and possessions. 
Wherever we go, we are bombarded with advertising to sell us products and services, many 
of which we do not need. For example, people may be persuaded to purchase the latest 
model of iPhone, when their old phone is still perfectly functional. This could be seen as a 
demonstration that we are obsessive consumers; we buy things based on fashion and 
branding, and shopping has become a hobby or even an addiction. 

 Paragraph topic: The most important element of a perfect society. 

 Planned ideas: Safety = No crime, trust our neighbours, feel part of a community, 
able to leave doors unlocked. Trust institutions (police, government), feel 
protected by the law. Safety is the most basic freedom. 

Here's my paragraph using the ideas above: 

If I had to choose the one, most desirable element of an ideal society, it would have to 
be safety. A safe society would be one in which crime did not exist, and in which all 
citizens trusted their neighbours, felt part of a community, and were even able to leave their 
doors unlocked without fear. A broader definition of safety could also include belief in the 
integrity of state institutions, such asgovernments or police forces, and confidence that we 
are all protected by fair laws. In this sense, safety could be described as the most basic 
freedom and the starting point for the creation of a perfect society. 

Economic progress is often used to measure a country's success. However, some people 
believe that other factors are more important. What other factors should also be 
considered when measuring a country's success? Do you think one factor is more 
important than others? 
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Let's start working on the question about economic progress from last week'slesson. The 
first thing to do is plan your structure and think of some ideas: 

1. Introduce the topic of measuring a country's success. Then answer that several 
factors can be considered, and education is the most important (this was the 
opinion of my students). 

2. Other factors: 1) Education for development of the country, jobs, people will be 
more civilized, fewer social problems, less crime e.g. Scandinavian countries. 2) 
Personal freedom / rights e.g. religion, free speech, political views, gender, race, 
privacy. 3) Health i.e. good health system, living standards, life expectancy e.g. 
Japan. 

3. Education is the main factor: education has an effect on all other factors. It affects 
health - there will be more doctors, more research, medical discoveries; educated 
people tend to be healthier. It also affects the economy - better work force, more 
creation of jobs, companies. Prestigious schools and universities attract people 
from other countries. 

4. Conclude by summarising these ideas. 

Many people ask me about the difference between an 'argument' (opinion) essay and a 
'discussion' essay. Here's an easy way to think about the difference: 

 When you argue, you are trying to persuade the other person to agree with your 
point of view. You might even get angry! 

 When you discuss, you consider different points of view, and nobody gets angry. 

The question should make it very clear what it wants you to do. If it asks you to "discuss", 
you should write about both sides or two views. 

If the question asks whether you "agree or disagree", it's asking for your view.  

 

Here's a plan I wrote with my students: 

Paragraph about other factors: 
1) Education for development of the country, providing future workforce. 2) Good health 
system, living standards, life expectancy. 3) Personal freedom / rights / equality e.g. equal 
opportunities for both genders. 

Here's our full paragraph using the plan above: 

Standards of education, health and individual human rights should certainly be considered 
when measuring a country’s status. A good education system is vital for the development of 
any nation, with schools, colleges and universities bearing the responsibility for the quality 
of future generations of workers. Healthcare provision is also an indicator of the standard of 
living within a country, and this can be measured by looking at average life expectancy rates 
or availability of medical services. Finally, human rights and levels of equality could be taken 
into account. For example, a country in which women do not have the same opportunities 
as men might be considered less successful than a country with better gender equality. 
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Foreign visitors should pay more than local visitors for cultural and historical attractions. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion? 

It is sometimes argued that tourists from overseas should be charged more than local 
residents to visit important sites and monuments. I completely disagree with this idea. 

The argument in favour of higher prices for foreign tourists would be that cultural or 
historical attractions often depend on state subsidies to keep them going, which means that 
the resident population already pays money to these sites through the tax system. However, 
I believe this to be a very short-sighted view. Foreign tourists contribute to the economy of 
the host country with the money they spend on a wide range of goods and services, 
including food, souvenirs, accommodation and travel. The governments and inhabitants of 
every country should be happy to subsidise important tourist sites and encourage people 
from the rest of the world to visit them. 

If travellers realised that they would have to pay more to visit historical and cultural 
attractions in a particular nation, they would perhaps decide not to go to that country on 
holiday. To take the UK as an example, the tourism industry and many related jobs rely on 
visitors coming to the country to see places like Windsor Castle or Saint Paul’s Cathedral. 
These two sites charge the same price regardless of nationality, and this helps to promote 
the nation’s cultural heritage. If overseas tourists stopped coming due to higher prices, 
there would be a risk of insufficient funding for the maintenance of these important 
buildings. 

In conclusion, I believe that every effort should be made to attract tourists from overseas, 
and it would be counterproductive to make them pay more than local residents. 

Corporate social responsibility  

As well as making money, businesses should have social responsibilities. To what extent do you 
agree? 
Here’s our sample plan and introduction 

Essay Type: Opinion 
Opinion: Tend to agree: Argument 2: It improves their image and reputation 
 
It is true that making a profit is the primary goal of most businesses. Nevertheless, some 
have argued that they should also take action to benefit their communities. Although I can 
see the other side, I agree with this and will explain my view below. 
 
Paragraph 1: Reasons why businesses should not have social responsibilities 

Argument 1: It may take businesses away from their core focus, and threaten their 

profitability 

Argument 2: Businesses may abuse these responsibilities by acting in their self-interest 

Paragraph 2: Reasons why businesses should have social responsibilities 

Argument 1: Many feel that they have a moral obligation to do so 
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Many people are of the opinion that the corporate and business world's responsibilities 

extend beyond purely making profit. They think that business is also responsible for the 

community on a social level. What is your opinion? 

The objective of all the businesses in the world today is the generation of profit. 

Entrepreneurs take risks by borrowing money to establish new enterprises. Their goal is to 

eventually turn a profit. However, the view from many in the community is that businesses 

need to have an awareness of the community. Moreover, some people contend that the 

business world is obliged to contribute or put something back into the societies that they 

profit from. 

When we take a close look at the corporate world today, we see many companies in 

monopoly positions making massive profits from the community. These companies would 

argue that they had the courage and foresight to establish the businesses. Consequently, 

they should enjoy the capital profits that extend from the success of their businesses. 

However, these businessmen often fail to recognize one very important point; the 

businesses that they have established are entirely dependent on community support. A 

society requires governance, infrastructure and social cooperation to operate effectively. 

Without these it is impossible for the business world to operate. 

With this in mind, businesses should contribute to society. This is normally done through 

taxation and many businesses would contend that their financial contributions through 

taxes are sufficient. More to this, some members of the community believe that the 

business world could also contribute by caring for the environment and investing in 

education and training. 

Some companies block their employees from using social media networks and websites 
such as Facebook. Do you think managers should trust employees to use time wisely, or 
do you think it is smart of companies to block access to some sites? Provide reasons and 
examples to support your opinion. 

The average work day is seven to eight hours long. How much of this time is spent working? 
People who work on computers have many distractions due to the Internet. Some 
companies have been forced to restrict usage of certain sites, such as Facebook and Twitter 
due to concerns about productivity. It is a wise decision to remove these Internet 
temptations. 

A boss is not a babysitter. Though some people only log onto Facebook or surf the Internet 
on their own time, other people cannot resist temptation. Having rules about Internet use is 
not enough. Some employees cannot stand to be stuck in their offices without social 
interaction. If they need a short break, they should be encouraged to stand up and stretch. 
Unlike chatting to friends on Facebook, this type of activity increases productivity. By 
blocking certain social sites from a system, the boss need not waste time monitoring those 
who cannot follow rules. 
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When time is wasted online it is the company that pays for the loss. Employees on salary 
still get paid no matter how productive they are. Those who waste time may not get raises 
or bonuses, but they still get a paycheque. It is only the employer that loses out when time 
is wasted online. Employers should not feel guilty about restricting Internet access. If surfing 
the Internet and sending out Tweets is not part of one's job description, these activities take 
away from true duties. 

Some employees have lost their jobs because they wrote something online against their 
own company. It is too easy to press send, post, or publish these days. Preventing 
employees from using certain websites actually protects the employees as well. 

BÀI LUẬN CỦA HỌC SINH 

In many countries, teenagers are encouraged to do part-time jobs. What’s the situation 

like in your country? What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of doing 

part-time jobs? 

Some countries such as the USA and UK encourage their secondary school students to do 

part time jobs. There are many pros and cons of this practice which shall be discussed in this 

essay. 

On the positive side, a teenager's job can teach work skills that will serve him well in college 

and prepare him for careers in adulthood. To add to it, he can acquire confidence, develop a 

sense of responsibility and feel more independent. Earning money will enable him to buy 

things he wants and will provide an opportunity for learning responsible money 

management. What is more, studies find that students who work a moderate amount—no 

more than 10 to 15 hours a week during the school year—tend to earn higher grades than 

those who don't work at all. 

Furthermore, if parents work outside the home, an after-school job can give the teenager 

adult supervision in those crucial afternoon hours. Finally, the right jobs may expose him to 

new work possibilities and set him on the path to a lifetime career. Teens also gain useful, 

marketable skills such as improving their communication, learning how to handle people, 

developing interview skills and filling out job applications. 

On the other hand, working more than 13 to 20 hours a week is associated with lower 

grades. 

Teens who work too many hours find it difficult to keep up extracurricular activities and 

social relationships. Some studies have found that teens who work long hours are more 

likely to engage in such risky activities as using illegal drugs or alcohol - in part because they 

are exposed to older co-workers who lead them astray. Finally, early entry into a negative or 

harsh work environment may encourage negative views of work. This would depend greatly 

on the maturity level of the teenager and the type of job obtained. 
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In India, teenagers generally do not work part time. This practice has recently started in big 

cities but is not very popular yet. 

In short, I agree that teenagers are definitely benefited by working part time. However, the 

type of work should be carefully chosen and they should not be allowed to work more than 

10-15 hours a week. 

Watching TV is good or bad for children 

Watching TV programs can help children’s development in both positive and negative ways. 

If there is a limit to the number of hours a child sits in front of TV and a control over the 

type of channels a child is exposed to, then TV can be very good. However, if children watch 

too much TV and if they are allowed to watch almost any type of program then TV can be 

detrimental for them. 

Television definitely has its good side.  It can be entertaining and educational, and can open 

up new worlds for children, giving them a chance to travel the globe, learn about different 

cultures, and gain exposure to ideas they may never encounter in their own community.  

Shows with a pro-social message can have a positive effect on children’s behavior; programs 

with positive role models can influence them to make positive lifestyle changes. The 

opponents may say that there are plenty of different medium of information such as books, 

magazines, teachers etc. But, in our modern world children must learn faster and use all 

contemporary technologies in order to succeed in competition. 

On the other hand, watching too much TV can be very harmful. The major hazard is a matter 

of what children watch. There are many contents that are unsuitable for young people, like 

violence or porn. These can badly disturb a process of mental development and make 

children less sensitive. Secondly, television may affect students' schoolwork. Many students 

spend most time watching TV in the night although they have a lot of homework to do. 

Some young people even watch TV until midnight. Therefore, it not only affects their work, 

but also influences their spirits and physical strength. In the morning, students may feel 

sleepy in class. 

Finally, the most serious problem is that television viewing may affect young people's 

health. It not only affects their eyesight but also leads them to be obese. Children who 

watch TV are more likely to be inactive and tend to snack while watching TV. On top of that, 

many TV ads encourage unhealthy eating habits.  After-school TV ads target children with 

ads for unhealthy foods and beverages, like fast food and sugary drinks. 

In conclusion, it is very important to watch TV properly. Only when children’s TV programs 

are chosen wisely and watched moderately, can they benefit them in positive ways. 

Therefore, parents should take the responsibility and supervise their children’s TV watching 

activities. 

mailto:vndoer@gmail.com


IELTS essay writing task 2 by Simon Ielts       18 

 

 

DOER ENGLISH  Essay writing vndoer@gmail.com  
 

Knowledge from books or experiences is more important?  

In our lives, to gain knowledge, we can learn from books or learn from our own experiences. It’s 

hard to say that which one is more important because each source have its own advantage. 

However, from my point of view, obtaining knowledge through my practices is better because it 

makes me remember knowledge better and I also can use my knowledge to apply in my jobs. 

Admittedly, an efficient way of accumulating knowledge is learning by reading books. First, an 

incredible amount of knowledge was held in books such as geography, math, literature, arts, and 

history. Books open an unlimited bound of knowledge for all of us to discovery. If you want to 

know about history of your own country, an history book can talk to you very clearly. Secondly, 

books save us a lot of time and money to obtain knowledge. For example, you wonder how 

Hawaii is. Easily, with a photographic book about Hawaii or a tourist guide book, for one or two 

hours, you can not only know about the history and many famous place in Hawaii but also see 

many beauty photos which were taken there. Therefore, you don’t need to dream about a chance 

to travel to Hawaii, which is really impossible with your conditions. 

However, learning from experience also has many advantages. As all we know, knowledge was 

written in books by author’s experiences. The author can’t only think and write their ideas to 

publish books. They all have to base on their own experiences with the real world. Therefore, 

experience is the root of all knowledge that was written in books. Furthermore, if you only learn 

from books, you may be far away from reality. Because many theories that we learn in books are 

not always right in any conditional. Therefore, when you use some theories in books to apply in 

reality, the result may be not as you expect, especially in applied science. Additionally, learning 

from experience is the interesting way to gain knowledge. For example, you want to learn how to 

use computer. It will be very boring if you read a thick book about that. I think that turning on your 

computer and using your observable ability is the fastest way to use it. Certainly, it also makes 

you feel more interesting. 

Knowledge is unlimited, so you can learn it from many different sources, books or experience. 

However, with all my reason above, I have to say that accumulating knowledge from experience 

is better for me. It helps me a lot in remembering knowledge and applying it in my job. 

PRACTICE 

Writing task 1 (a letter) 

You would like to apply for a full-time position at an international company. Write to the human 
resources department and say 
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- What job are you interested in? 
- Explain what you are currently doing. 
- Why do you think you are best candidate for the job? 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

In some countries people prefer to live alone more often than in the past. Do you think this is a 
positive or a negative development? Why? 

Writing task 1 (a letter) 

Write an application letter to an organisation working with children to volunteer for a part-time 
job. Please say 

- Why do you want to work there? 
- Why are you suitable for this job? 
- When will you be able to start? 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Computers have made the world a better place to live. Do you agree or disagree with the 
statement? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 

Writing task 1 (a letter) 

The company you work for introduced a work-from-home scheme. Write a letter to your manager 

asking for the work-from-home option. In your letter say 

- What part of your job can be done from home? 

- How many hours will you be able to work from home? 
- How will it be helpful to you as well as your employer? 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Usually students have to study a range of different subjects. Some people believe that learning 
subjects without being interested in them won’t be beneficial. Do you agree or disagree with this 
statement? 

There is a plan to build a supermarket close to the local library. You think it shouldn’t be there. 
Write a letter to your local council and say 

- why the supermarket shouldn’t be built there 

- describe the disadvantage of this plan 
- suggest an alternative location for the supermarket. 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Some people think that both travelers and business people must have the same attitude to local 
people and the traditions of countries they visit. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? 
Give your own opinion. 

Writing task 1 (a letter) 

You are organising a party. Write a letter to invite your friend and say 

mailto:vndoer@gmail.com


IELTS essay writing task 2 by Simon Ielts       20 

 

 

DOER ENGLISH  Essay writing vndoer@gmail.com  
 

- What is the reason for a party? 
- What do you plan to do at the party? 
- Why is it important for your friend to attend the party? 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Nowadays as a part of the educational process students are working for a company for a short 
period of time without pay. Are there more advantages or disadvantages to this? Give your own 
opinion. 

Writing task 1 (a letter) 

You saw an advertisement requiring volunteers for an organisation that helps children. Write a 
letter and offer to volunteer part time. Include the following in your letter: 

- Why are you applying for this position? 
- What makes you suitable for it? 
- When will you be available? 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Some people believe that computers help to make the world a better place. To what extent do you 
agree or disagree? Give your opinion. 

Writing task 1 (a letter) 

You recently attended a course and you found it different from the advertisement in the brochure. 
Write a letter to the college and say 

- Give the description of the course. 
- Explain what the difference was. 
- Say what actions you expect the college to take. 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Television is a good thing, because it gives people enjoyment and keeps them informed as well. Do 
you agree or disagree with this statement? 

Writing task 1 (a letter) 

You recently borrowed a book from a teacher and forgot to return it after your exam. Write to 
him/her and say 

- What book did you take? 
- How did that book help you? 
- Explain why you didn’t return it. 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Some people think that man-made Zoos should not exist in the 21st century. Do you agree or 
disagree? 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Many people strive to maintain a successful career and happy family life at the same time. What 
problems can this situation create? What are the possible solutions? 
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You have been invited to your friend’s wedding which will take place in another country next 
month. Write a letter to the couple and say that you cannot attend. 

- Explain why you are unable to come. 
- Invite them to visit you after the wedding. 
- Describe some activities you can do together when they come to visit. 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Nowadays there is an increase in people with an unhealthy diet and not doing enough physical 
exercises. What do you think might be the reason? What can be done to encourage people to have 
a healthier lifestyle? 

Write a letter to your friend in another town and invite him/her to a party. Explain 

- Why are you having this party? 
- Why do you want your friend to be there? 
- Give directions how to get there. 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Sometimes tourists may damage touristic sites. Explain what some of the negative effects may be. 
Suggest some solutions to this problem. 

Writing task 1 (a letter) 

You have recently moved to a new apartment and found some problems there. Write a letter to 
the landlord and explain 

- What do you like about the apartment? 
- What are the issues there? 
- Suggest a solution to fix them. 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Many people believe that cooking is an essential life skill and should be taught to boys and girls in 

schools. Others disagree and believe it is a waste of school time. Discuss both views and give your 
opinion. 

Writing task 1 (a letter) 

You have met an old friend in another city on your last business trip. Now you are going on 

another business trip in the same city and want to meet him/her again. Write a letter to your 
friend and say 

- Express your excitement about the last meeting. 

- Give details about your new business trip. 
- Suggest an arrangement to meet again. 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Some practical skills such as money management should be taught in high school. Do you agree or 
disagree? Give your opinion and real life examples. 

Writing task 1 (a letter) 

One of your friends wants to move to the city you live in. Write a letter to him/her and say: 
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- Give some information about the city. 
- Recommend a place to stay. 
- Why is it a good idea to move there? 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Nowadays many people follow fashion trends and think that it’s very important. Is it a good or a 
bad development? Include reasons and examples from your personal experience. 

Writing task 1 (a letter) 

Write a letter to a local newspaper and describe a restaurant where you and your family have had 
a delicious meal recently. Please say 

- What restaurant and where is it? 
- What food do they serve? 
- Would you recommend it to others? Why? 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Nowadays people are living longer and some believe that this can contribute to people’s 
development. What are the causes of this change? Is it a positive or negative phenomenon? 

Writing task 1 (a letter) 

You recently finished a course that you enrolled in. The course wasn’t the one you expected. Write 

a letter to complain about the mistake. 

- Give information about the course and yourself. 

- Explain what course you were interested in. 
- What do you expect the college management to do about it? 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Some people believe that watching TV is good and makes life more enjoyable; others, however, 
think it is a waste of time. Do you agree or disagree? Give your own opinion. 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Nowadays young people prefer to move to big cities; older people, however, are the opposite and 
prefer to stay in the countryside. What are the positives and negatives of this trend? 

Writing task 1 (a letter) 

You are writing to your friend who lives in another country. You are inviting him/her to stay with 
you. There is a public event occurring that you would like him/her to go to with you. In your letter 
say 

- Why and when do you invite him/her? 
- Describe the event. 
- Suggest other entertainment and things to do during his/her stay. 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Most employers do job interviews before offering a position to a person. Do you think this is the 
best way to do it, or are there better alternatives? What is the best method of choosing employees 
in your opinion? 
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Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Some people think that a car is the best way to travel in cities while others believe a bicycle is a 
better way. Discuss both views and give your opinion. 

Writing task 2 (an essay) 

A recent study showed that both developed and developing countries prosper because of the 
economic growth. People from developing countries are happier than before while people from 
developed countries are not as happy as they were in the past. Why is this happening? How can 
this situation be improved? Give your opinion including relevant examples and your own 
experience. 

Writing task 2 (an essay) 

Some say full time students should spend most of their time studying, others believe that they 
should do other activities as well. To what extent do you agree or disagree? Use examples to 
support your answers. 

Writing task 2 (an essay) 

Some people believe that a vertical city in which people work and live in tall buildings is a good 
idea. Others say that horizontal living is better. Discuss both views and express your opinion. 

Writing task 2 (an essay) 

Some parents think that childcare centres provide the best services for children of pre-school age. 
Other working parents think that family members such as grandparents will be better carers for 
their kids. Discuss both views and give your opinion. 

Writing task 2 (an essay) 

Some people believe that universities should focus on providing academic skills, while others think 

that universities should prepare students for their real future careers. Discuss both views and give 
your opinion. 

Writing task 2 (an essay) 

Many people believe that international tourism has negative implications on their countries. What 

is the reason for it? What can be done to change the negative attitude towards international 
tourism? 

Writing task 2 (an essay) 

Nowadays students can access information online, so library services are no longer necessary. Do 
you agree or disagree? Give your opinion and examples from your own experience. 

Writing task 2 (an essay) 

Some people think that teenagers who commit crimes should be treated the same way as adult 
criminals. To what extent do you agree or disagree? 

Writing task 2 (an essay) 

Some people think that air travel should be restricted because it causes great pollution. To what 
extent do you agree or disagree with the statement? 
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Writing task 1 (a letter) 

You recently saw an advertisement about business conference that can be helpful for your work. 
Write a letter to your manager asking permission to attend the conference. In your letter say 

- What is the conference about? 

- How did you know about the conference? 

- Explain to him/her why it is important that you attend this conference. 

- Inform him/her about the schedule and venue of the conference 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Airline companies in many countries have reduced the cost of tickets. Discuss whether this is a 
positive or negative development. Give some examples based on your own experience. 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Some people say that mobile phones should not be allowed in public places, others argue that 
people should be free to use their phones wherever they like. Discuss both views and give your 
own opinion. 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Handwriting skills (using a pencil, a pen or a brush) are on decline. What can be the reasons for 

this? Is it a positive or a negative development? 

Writing task 1 (a letter) 

You have been living in an apartment for a year. Recently the landlord notified you about rent 
increase starting from next month. Write a complaint letter to him/her and say 

- Introduce yourself and describe your situation. 
- Explain why you cannot pay the increased rent. 
- What will you do, if the landlord will insist on increasing the rent? 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

Nowadays communication technology is developing rapidly; people communicate in different ways. 
Is it a positive or negative development? Give your opinion and examples from your own 
experience. 

Writing task 2 (an essay) 

Some people think that computer games are bad for children, while others believe that they are 
useful. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of computer games and give your own opinion. 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 

In many countries airlines are dropping their prices. Is it a positive or a negative development? 
Give your opinion and examples. 

Writing Task 2 (an essay) 
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Some people like to see live performances, shows, concerts and so on. Others, however, prefer to 

watch them on TV or a computer screen rather than attending live shows. Discuss both views and 

give your own opinion 
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